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Modélisation Mathématique et Analyse Numérique

ANALYSIS OF AN ASYMPTOTIC PRESERVING SCHEME FOR RELAXATION
SYSTEMS *

FrANCIS FILBET! AND AMELIE RAMBAUD?

Abstract. We consider an asymptotic preserving numerical scheme initially proposed by F. Filbet &
S. Jin [10] and G. Dimarco & L. Pareschi [9] in the context of nonlinear and stiff kinetic equations.

Here, we propose a convergence analysis of such a scheme for the approximation of a system of trans-
port equations with a nonlinear source term, for which the asymptotic limit is given by a conservation
law. We investigate the convergence of the approximate solution (uj,v;) to a nonlinear relaxation
system, where € > 0 is a physical parameter and h represents the discretization parameter. Uniform
convergence with respect to € and h is proved and error estimates are also obtained. Finally, several
numerical tests are performed to illustrate the accuracy and efficiency of such a scheme.
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1. INTRODUCTION

The numerical resolution of kinetic and hyperbolic equations is a challenging task because these models often
contain small parameters describing multiscale phenomena. It is particularly difficult to capture the behavior
of the solution characterized by time multiscale features since a straightforward discretization leads typically
to stiff differential system of equations. Such problems are encountered in many physical applications, for
example rarefied gas dynamics [9, 10], semiconductor modeling [8], quasi-neutral plasma simulations [7], the
list of possible applications being not exhaustive. The motivation of this work is closely related to rarefied
gas dynamics simulations [10]. In this case the source term is represented by the nonlinear and non local
Boltzmann operator modelling collision mechanism of particles, the intensity of collisions 1/e reaching several
orders of magnitude. The difficulty with these stiff problems is that they become singular in the limit ¢ — 0,
where ¢ is a small parameter responsible of the stiffness. A straightforward discretization of such problems
(using, for example, explicit Runge-Kutta schemes) generates a very restrictive condition on the time step
At = O(e), which becomes unfeasible for ¢ < 1. In this paper we present a new approach based on the
so called Asymptotic Preserving reformulation introduced initially in [15]. This work presents an important
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improvement in the rigorous convergence analysis of an asymptotic preserving scheme proposed in [10] and [9]
in the framework of kinetic equations with stiff operators. Of course, a complete analysis seems to be tricky
for fully nonlinear kinetic equations like the Boltzmann equation. Therefore, we focus on a simple hyperbolic
relaxation system, which is the standard benchmark model for all relaxation problems : for all (¢,z) in RT x T:

Ou + 0,0° =0, u®(0,z) = ug(x)

1 (1.1)
at’UE 4+ aamus = *g R(Ugvve)v ’UE(O,ZL') = U(E)('r)7

where a > 0 is a constant coefficient to be discussed later, € is the relaxation parameter, which can be either
large or small (leading to a stiff source term) and R : R xR — R is a nonlinear function such that R(0,0) = 0.
The system of equations (1.1) is often referred as a two velocity kinetic model and it has been intensively studied
for many years [3]. Here we will assume that the function R € C}(R x R,R) and its partial derivative with
respect to the second variable is bounded from below, then from the implicit function theorem it possesses a
unique local equilibrium,

R(u,v) =0 & v=A(u), (1.2)

where A is a locally Lipschitz continuous function with A(0) = 0. Therefore, under some assumptions on R
and on the initial data, the solution (uf,v%) to (1.1) converges to (u,v) with v = A(u) and u solution to the
conservation law [6,20]

Oru+ 9, A(u) =0, in RT x T,
(1.3)

where the initial datum wug is given by
— 3 g
ug = ;%uo. (1.4)

Developing robust numerical schemes for (1.1) that work in various asymptotic regimes (for a wide range
of values of € > 0) becomes challenging. It has been done in the framework of Asymptotic-Preserving (AP)
schemes [10,15]. From a numerical point of view, the treatment of the stiffness cannot be done with explicit
schemes, so that semi-implicit or fully implicit schemes have to be applied, but this procedure becomes time
consuming and should be avoided when the operator R is nonlinear and non local since it requires an additional
step for the numerical resolution of a nonlinear problem. One solution offered by E. Gabetta, L. Pareschi and
G. Toscani [12] to design an uniformly stable scheme, was to penalize the nonlinear collision operator R by a
linear function B v and then absorb the linearly stiff part into the time variable to remove the stiffness.

More recently, F. Filbet & S. Jin [10] proposed to penalize the operator R by the BGK type operator
B (A(u) — v) in order to build stable schemes with respect to & > 0. If such schemes are now numerically
validated and extensively used to discretize various equations [9-12, 15], their mathematical study has only
been done in some particular cases [13,14]. Indeed, few works are devoted to the mathematical analysis of
asymptotic preserving schemes for the approximation of hyperbolic systems with source terms. Actually most
of the theoretical works concern the numerical analysis of Relaxation scheme where (1.1) is only solved in the
asymptotic limit £ — 0 and for simple source terms. We refer for instance to the series of paper [1,2] and
then [5,19,22,27] on relaxation schemes. The requirement of asymptotic preserving scheme is to be uniformly
accurate and stable for all range values of € > 0.

Therefore, the goal of the present paper mainly consists in providing error estimates between the approximate
solution (uj,,v;,) and the exact solution to (1.1) which are uniform with respect to ¢ and the numerical parameter
h. Here we propose a rigorous analysis of the Asymptotic Preserving scheme proposed by F. Filbet & S. Jin [10]
and G. Dimarco & L. Pareschi [9] for a nonlinear relaxation operator.

Concerning the mathematical study of the system (1.1), we refer for instance to [24] for convergence proof
and to [25,26] for error estimates.



TITLE WILL BE SET BY THE PUBLISHER 3

Theorem 1.1. Assume that the initial datum (uf,v§) is bounded independently of € in BV (T). Consider
R € C*(R x R,R), with R(0,0) = 0 and VR is uniformly bounded with respect to v and locally bounded with
respect to u such that, for any (u,v) in [-Uy, Up] x R:

|0uR(u, v)| < g(Uo),
(1.5)
0 < ﬁo(Uo) < 6UR(u,v) < h(Uo),

where By, g and h are some constants depending only on Uy. Then (1.2) is satisfied and there exists a char-
acteristic speed a > 0 large enough (see the condition (2.6) below) such that the system (1.1) admits a unique
solution (u®,v¢) in C ([0, 00[, L'(T)?) and there exists a constant C > 0 which only depends on a and (u§,v§),
such that for any e > 0:

[v°(t) £ Vau )] +TV (u(t) + TV (v°(t)) < C V>0,

|lus(t+7) —u(@t)|y < C7, VteR", 1eRT,

c (1.6)
oot +7) —0v°(t)]1 < -7 vt € RT, 7 € RY,
vt +71) v ()1 < C,7, ¥Vt >v,7€RT,
where v > 0, and C,, only depends on a, (u§,v§) and v. Moreover, there exists By > 0 such that,
Jof (1) = A (e, Dl < C (e o — A, + ] (1.7)

Finally, if u§ converges, as € goes to zero, to ug defined by (1.4), then the sequence (u®,v®) converges to (u, A(u))
when € goes to 0, such that, for any v > 0: for all T > 0,

[us () = u(®)l[Lr + [[0°(t) — A(u(®))[[r < Cov/e, v <t<T, (1.8)

where C > 0 depends on the initial data and T and u is the unique entropic solution to the Cauchy problem
(1.8).

The paper is organized as follows. We present in Section 2 the asymptotic preserving scheme for the relaxation
model, and state the both convergence results of the Asymptotic Preserving scheme when the relaxation pa-
rameter € goes to zero (Theorem 2.2) and next when the discretization parameter h goes to zero (Theorem 2.3).
Then, we establish some a priori estimates in L> and BV on the numerical solution to the Asymptotic Pre-
serving scheme in Section 3 in order to prove both the zero relaxation limit (Section 4) and the convergence of
the scheme (Section 5). Notice that these a priori estimates are uniform both with respect to the relaxation
parameter ¢ and the time step At and space step Az. Finally, we present some numerical results in Section 6.

2. NUMERICAL SCHEMES AND MAIN RESULTS

We remind that when R(u,v) = v— A(u), where A € C1(R,R) is a given function, the necessary and sufficient
stability condition is given by the so called sub-characteristic condition [3,15]:

A ()] < va. (2.1)

It means that the propagation speed of the equilibrium problem has to be bounded by the speeds of the
relaxation system, which is therefore dissipative. For more details about this case, we refer to [6,20,24].
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Hence the sub-characteristic condition reads, in our case:

OuR (u,v)

R (0. 0) < Va. (2.2)

For the sequel, we define for any N > 0 and a > 0,

Vo
F(N,a):= sup [AG), (2.3)
[EISU(N,a)
V(N,a) :=U(N,a) + - F(N.a)
We also denote by I(N, «) the compact set
I(N,a) :== [-vVaV(N,a), VaV(N,a)]” . (2.4)

Moreover, we assume that the initial conditions u§, v§ are bounded independently of € in L>(T), such that:
Np := max {sup”ug”oo,sup”vg”oo} < 0. (2.5)
e>0 e>0

Consider any ag > 0 and assume that the function R € C*(R x R, R) satisfies (1.2) and (1.5). We choose the
characteristic speed v/a > 0 and the parameter 8 > 0 such that

g (V(No, ao))

Va > HlaX{\/%’ m

} and B = h(V(No,ao)), (2.6)

where V' is given by (2.3).
We present here the splitting Asymptotic Preserving scheme and its relaxed version. To this aim, we introduce
a space time discretization based on a uniform grid of points (x; 1 1/2);ez C T, with space step Az, and discrete
time t" = n At, n € N, for which the time step At satisfies the CFL condition:
Va At
0 < Ai=— < 1. 2.7
AL (2.7)

We denote by h = (At, Az) the discretization parameter.

2.1. An Asymptotic Preserving scheme for the relaxation system

In this section, we design a numerical scheme for system (1.1), by introducing a splitting between the linear
transport part, and the nonlinear relaxation part, for which we will take advantage of the knowledge of the
equilibrium (1.2). In the asymptotic regime ¢ — 0, the second equation of (1.1) becomes stiff and explicit
schemes are subject to a stability constraint At = O(e). Of course, implicit schemes allow larger time steps, but
new difficulty arises in computing the numerical solution of a fully nonlinear problem at each time step. Here
we want to combine both advantages of implicit and explicit schemes, that is, large time step for stiff problems
and low computational complexity of the numerical solution at each time step. This is done, as said in the
introduction, in the spirit of Asymptotic Preserving schemes for nonlinear relaxation problems introduced by
F. Filbet & S. Jin [10] and G. Dimarco & L. Pareschi [9)].
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Thus we construct a numerical solution (u5, v§) to (1.1) for (¢,z) € RT x T as follows

ui(tx) =) ul 1o, (x) Lgn e (1)

neN jeZ

(2.8)
Vi) =) v Lo () Lpn pner(F)

neN jeZ

where Cj =|z;_1/2,241/2] are the space cells and the sequences (u}),,; and (v} )n,; depend on ¢ and are given
below.

Z

3

First, initial data are computed as the averaged values of the initial data through each space cell: for all j in

1 1
0 € 0 £
= — L= . 2.
u; . /Cj ug(z)dx and v; . /Cj vg(x) dz (2.9)

Then, in order to discretize the system (1.1), we apply a splitting strategy into a linear transport part and a

stiff ordinary differential part as follows. The first part consists to apply a time explicit scheme combined with
a finite volume method to the following linear differential system

8tu+8mv:0,

(2.10)
0w+ ad,u=0,
and then the second part deals with the stiff ordinary differential equations
8tu = 0,
1 (2.11)
Opv = - R(u,v).

We first approximate the linear transport part (2.10), that is, for a given (u™ , v™), we compute (u"+1/2, y"+1/2)
at time ¢"*! with a standard Finite Volume scheme, that is, for all j € Z,

u?+1/2 = uy — AtDpv7,
(2.12)
v?+1/2 = v; — AtaDpuj,

where Dpvj! and a Dpuj are discrete derivatives with respect to = of v and u, given for instance by a Lax-
Friedrichs scheme, namely:

n 1 n n n n n
Dnvj = 5732 (v = vfn) =V (uf = 2uf +ujy)]

(2.13)
aDpuf = AL [a (u?H — u?_l) —Va (v;?ﬂ - 207 Jrvn_l)}

Remark 2.1. Of course, there is a wide range of possible choices for the numerical fluzes. As we will see

below, the main property of the numerical scheme for the linear transport term that we require is the TVD
( Total Variation Diminishing) property, namely, for alln € N,

TV(u™?) < TV(u™) and TV("t/?) < TV(W"),
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where TV (u) = Z lujp1 — uyl.
JEL
Hence, the second part of the splitting only consists in approximating the nonlinear ordinary differential

equation (2.11), for all j € Z, starting from (u7}+1/2 n+1/2

j S U; ). To this aim, we use the decomposition

R(u,v) = [R(u,v) = B (v = A(w))] + B (v — A(w)),

where 8 > 0 is given by (2.6). Then, we apply a time exponential scheme on the dissipative part and get the
following numerical scheme:

u}“rl = u?+1/2 ,
n n+1/2 n+1/2 n+1/2 BAL\ _ga
ot = ot *(Uj 12— A /)) {1<1+ . )6 pat/e (2.14)
_He_ﬂAt/aR (u“l/Q U@H/z)
€ J 77 :

This numerical scheme (2.12)-(2.14) allows to define the sequence (u},v})(jn)ezxn-

2.2. Convergence results

We first establish a convergence result on the asymptotic behavior of the numerical solution to (2.12)-(2.14)
when ¢ tends to zero and h = (At, Az) such that the CFL condition (2.7) is satisfied.

Theorem 2.2 (discrete asymptotic limit: h fixed and & — 0). Under the assumption of Theorem 1.1 where
R satisfies (1.2) and (1.5), Ny is given by (2.5), the characteristic speed v/a > 0 and the parameter 3 > 0
are given by (2.6). We also assume that the CFL condition (2.7) is verified. Then, the solution (uj,vy) given
by (2.8) to the scheme (2.12)-(2.14) with the initial data (2.9), converges in L*(T), as € — 0, to a numerical
solution (up,vp), that s,

5, (8) = un (Ol + 105,(8) = v (@)1 < Cee ™27 [14 [[6°],] + l[uf, (0) — un(0) 11 + [|07,(0) — vn(0)]l,

where Cy > 0 depends on the initial data and t > 0, (up,vy) is a consistent approximation to the conservation

laws (1.3) with vy, = A(up),
un(t, ) =Y > a7 1o, (@) Ljn o[ (£),
neN jEZ
and the sequence
wptt =af — AtDA(u)),  jE€Z, n>1, (2.15)
where the initial data ﬂ? is the local average of ug is given by (1.4) and §° = uf — A(v§).

The proof of this theorem is analogous to the one corresponding to the continuous problem. The fact that
we are able to establish uniform BV bounds on the numerical solution allow to get error estimates with respect
to e.

On the other hand, we propose a convergence result of the Asymptotic Preserving scheme when h = (At, Ax)
goes to zero and ¢ is fixed:

Theorem 2.3 (convergence analysis : € fixed and h — 0). Under the assumption of Theorem 2.2, the solution
(u5,v5) to the scheme (2.12)-(2.14) and the initial data (2.9) verifies for all T >0

t 50 1/2
a0~ Ol + [45.0) - Ol < < (At (U * 1) + Aa/ ) teln.7)
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where Cr > 0 depends on the initial data and T, §° = uf — A(v§).

Gathering these results together with Theorem 1.1, we get the following error estimates proving the uniform
accuracy of the numerical scheme (2.12)-(2.14).

Theorem 2.4 (uniform error estimates with respect to € and h). Under the assumption of Theorem 2.2, we
denote by

Ene = |lup(t) —u (D)l + l[vi(t) — o= (@)1,
where (u5,,v;) is given by the scheme (2.12)-(2.14) and the initial data (2.9). Then we have for all T >0

50 1/2
Ene < Crmin <% (@ - 1) - A:”T,e—ﬁom/f [1+{]6°]|,] —l—\/g-l—\/A:c), v<t<T,

where Cr > 0 depends on the initial data and T, §° = u§ — A(v§).

Proof. To prove this result we show that both error estimates are valid. On the one hand the classical conver-
gence analysis in Theorem 2.3 gives for all 7' > 0 that

50 1/2
Ene g%(% (@H) +AzT>, v<t<T.

On the other hand, we split &, . as
gh,e = 5}1%8 + 5h + 55,

with the numerical error & _ = [uj,(t) — un(t)|l1 + [lvj;,(t) — A(un(t))ll1, where (un, A(un)) corresponds to the
numerical solution in the asymptotic limit € — 0 and is given by (2.15), the term &, = |Ju(t) — up(¥)|1 +
lv(t) — A(up(t))|l1, where (u, A(u) is the solution to the conservation laws (1.3) and the continuous error
Ee = |lus(t) —u(t)|]1 + ||ve(t) — A(u(t))]]1. From Theorem 2.2, we have

En = lu(t) — un(®lly + llo(t) — Awn (0)| < Or ™™= [L4|8°],], v<i<T.

Then, the error &, represents the L' error between the solution to the conservation laws (1.3) and its approxi-
mation by a first order Lax-Friedrichs scheme, which gives &, < Crv Az and finally from Theorem 1.1, we have
E. < Cp+/e. Gathering these latter estimates, we get the second error estimate on &y, . O

3. A priori ESTIMATES

We first make sure that the sub-characteristic condition (2.2) is always satisfied to ensure the stability of
the scheme (2.12)-(2.14) and prove estimates on the solution to the relaxation problem which are uniform with
respect to €. In following section, we drop the subscripts € for sake of clarity.

3.1. A priori estimate on the relaxation operator

Let us focus on the second part of the scheme devoted to the approximation of the relaxation source term
and give a technical lemma, which establishes a quasi-monotonicity property on the operator G, s with s > 0.
In order to do this, we will rather consider the equivalent formulation on the diagonal variables w and z. Let
us rewrite the splitting scheme on these variables. For u and v given, we set

w=-v—+au and 2z = +v — \Vau. (3.1)



8 TITLE WILL BE SET BY THE PUBLISHER

Therefore, the linear transport scheme (2.12) written for (w, z) exactly coincides with an upwind finite volume
method: for all j € Z,

n+1/2 _ p At n n

Wj =W *\/EA—QC (wj —wiy),
(3.2)

n+1/2 _ _n At n n

Z; =z +\/EA_90 (szrl—zj),

whereas the nonlinear stiff part (2.14) yields, for all j € Z
w?-’_l = w;‘l+1/2 + GE,At (w?+1/252;l+1/2) 9

(3.3)

n+1 n+1/2 n+1/2 n+1/2
z;T =z, = Gear (w; /,zj ,

with

Genr(w,z) = ('22“’ —A (g—j/c_f» [1 - <1 + ﬂ?m> ef’At/E] (3.4)

At w+z z—w
=Y —BAt/e _Zrt~ =z =
+ . e ’R( 2\/57 5 )

The main result of this section is to establish the quasi-monotonicity of the operator G, s, which will lead to
L*° an BV estimates.

Lemma 3.1 (Comparison principle). Assume the function R satisfies (1.2), (1.5) and choose a > 0, B > 0
such that (2.6) is verified. Then,

(1) the sub-characteristic condition is satisfied for all (w,z) € I1(Ng, ao), that is,

OuR
R

(u,v)| < Va, (3.5)

where 2\/au == —(w+2) and 2v 1= z —w ;
(i7) for alle, s > 0, the source term operator Ge s is quasi-monotone on the compact set I(Ny, ao), that is,

—1 < 9yGe, s(w,2z) <0, ¥(w,z) € I(No,ap),
(3.6)
0 < 0,Ge, s(w,z) <1, V(w,2z) € I(No,ao);

n+1/2  n+1/2

7 (et

(i41) consider fori = 1,2, (w21 two solutions to (3.3) corresponding to two initial data (w

I(Nog,ag). Then there exist w and z € R such that (w, z) € I(No, ap) and

wft gt = (T ) (14 0G5 )

() 06w ),

(3.7)

A7 gt = (A7) (12 0.6y T )

n+1/2 n+1/2 n+1/2
w, — Wy )8wG515(w,zl /).
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Proof. For any Ny > 0 and ag > 0, we first observe that for (w,z) € I(Ny,ap), |u] < V(No,ag). Therefore,
using the assumption (1.5) and the definition (2.3), we get that

OuR g (V(No, ag))
avn(“’ )‘ SN V Noao)) ~ Va,

which proves the first assertion (7).
Now we prove (ii) the quasi-monotonicity property of G s. Computing the partial derivatives of G, s, it
yields for all s > 0,

1 A (u) Bs\ _gs 5 _gs OuR
L= ——(1-2"LE2) 1= (1+ 22 Bsle| _ 2 o—Bs/e [ Zu™ N
OwGe, 2( \/5)[ (-1-5 e 5e € \/a-l-aR ,

. l A/(u) _ @ —Bs/e i —Bs/e 787117—\)4
82G5,5+2<1+ \/E> |:1 <1+ €>€ +256 —\/a +auR .

Hence, from the implicit function theorem we obtain

9 A

) _OR(Aw)
R (u, A(u))

and the sub-characteristic condition (3.5), we obtain that for all (u,v) € I(Ny,ap), OwGes(w,z) < 0 and

0.G4,s(w, z) > 0. Moreover, still using condition (3.5), we also get for all (w, z) € I(Ny,ao)

OwGes(w,2) =2 — [1 _Ps eﬁs/ﬂ — 0yR(u,v) s e~ Ps/e
€ €

0-Ge s (w, 2) < {1 - %e_ﬂﬂ + 0y R(u,v) g e—hsle

Now since |u| < V(Np,ap) and from the choice of the parameter 5 in (2.6), it yields that |0, R(u,v)| < S.
Therefore, we conclude that —1 < 0,Ge s(w, 2) and 0,Ge s(w, z) < 1, for all (w, z) € I(No, ap).
Finally (ii7) follows from a first order Taylor expansion of G- ;. (]

This Lemma allows to obtain the following comparison principle.

TL+1/2 ZTL—‘,-I/Q

3 ()

Corollary 3.2. Consider fori = 1,2, two initial data (w ) € I(No, ag) satisfying the monotonicity
’17,-‘1—1/2 S w;z+1/2 and ZI}+1/2 S Z;7,+1/2'

n+1/2
[

Then, the numerical solution (w?"'l,z?""l), given by (3.3)
zn+1/2) fori=1,2, satisfies

L)

condition w

corresponding to the initial data (w
w?Jrl < w;”rl and z{”rl < z;“rl.

3.2. L°° estimates

We establish a uniform bound on the numerical solution to the scheme (2.12)-(2.14) with respect to the
time-space step h = (At, Ax) such that (2.7) is satisfied.

Proposition 3.3. Consider any ag > 0 and Ny given by (2.5). We assume that the function R satisfies (1.2),
(1.5) and choose a > 0, 8 > 0 such that (2.6) is verified. Moreover, the time step At satisfies the CFL condition
(2.7). Then, for alln € N, [|[u"| < V(No,ao) and |[v"]|s < v/aV(No,ap).
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Proof. We proceed in two steps and first construct a particular solution (w™,z") € R? to the scheme (3.2)-(3.3)
which is uniformly bounded, then we apply the comparison principle on the compact set I(Ny,ag) to prove an
L bound on (w™,z™).

To this aim we choose Ry = (1 4+ /a) Ny and construct a numerical solution (w",z") to (3.2)-(3.3) cor-
responding to the initial data (w®,z%) = (Rg, Ro), which does not depend on the space variable so that the

transport step (3.2) is invariant. Then we apply the relaxation scheme (3.3), which yields w" = —7" — /aW"
and Z" = +7" — /au", where (u",v") are only given by
T = ﬂozf%: <1+%> No,
T = <1 + ﬂ?m) e PAtegn=l 4 (1 — <1 + ﬂTAt) ef’“/€> A (@)
- % e PAER (@0, 51

Then, we proceed by induction to show that for all n € {0,..., N}, we have (w",z") € I(No,aop).

We assume that (w"~!,z"!) € I(Np, ap), for some n > 1. Let us prove that (w",z") € I(Ng,ap). On the
one hand since u" = @, it yields [|7" e < ||u°]|co < U(No,ao), where U(No, ap) is given by (2.3).

On the other hand, using a first order Taylor expansion of the source term R(u",.), we get that there exists
"1 € R such that

o =0 ~n—1
7" = <1+ ﬂ aUR(u U )At) efﬁAt/s o1
9
_ -0 ~n-—1
+ (1 — (1+ B OR(,? )At) e—BAt/E) A@).
9

Therefore, denoting by Ar € R, the real number such that

_ =0 ~k
A 1= <1 + M At) e*ﬁAt/E, Vk € N,
€

with |8%| < F(No, ag), hence we get 7" = X\,—1 """ + (1 — X\,_1) A(u°) and since 7° = 0, we have
n—1
T = <1 — H )\k> A®@®).
k=0
Moreover, using that [@°| < U(No,ao) and % < \/aV(Np, ap), for all k € N, we get from (1.5) and (2.6),
- At
0 < <1+ Mm) e PAtE <\, < <1+ ﬂ—) e BAtE <1, VkeN.
€ €

Therefore, ||7"]|c < F(No,ao) and (@™, z") € I(Ny, ag).

Furthermore, starting from the following initial datum (w?, 2°) = (= Rp, —Rp), we can also construct another
particular solution (w™, z") € I(Ny, ag) for all n € {0,...,N}.

Now, we proceed to the second step which consists in applying the comparison principle of Corollary 3.2 to
prove an L> estimate for any initial data u°, v0 € L>°(T) given by (2.9). From the definition of Ny, we have
|u°|oo and ||°]|ac < No. Then, we have for the initial data |||, [|2%]|cc < (1++v/a) No = Ry < /aV (N, ao),
that is,

w? <w’ <w®, and 2° <20 <z
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Thus, we proceed by induction and assume that w” < w” < w" and 2" < 2" < Z". We first consider

the linear transport step (3.2) to (w”,2") and get that w™ < w"tY/? < w" and 2" < 2"+/2 < z". Thus,

we apply Corollary 3.2 to the two solutions to (3.3) associated to the initial conditions (w?H/Q,z?H/Q) =

(w172, 27172) amd (w2 25 Y2) = (", 27) (and then (@",7")), we have

wnJrl S wnJrl S wnJrl and ZnJrl S ZnJrl S szrl,

which finally gives for all n € N, that (w", 2™) € I(Ny, ag). By construction of (u",v™) we have proved that
lu|loo < V(No,ap) and ||v™]|s < +/aV(No,ao). O

3.3. BV estimates

In this section, we obtain a BV estimate on the numerical solution to the scheme (2.12)-(2.14) with the
time-space step h = (At, Ax) such that (2.7) is satisfied.

Proposition 3.4. Assume that ug, vy are uniformly bounded with respect to € in BV (T). For any ag > 0 and
Ny given by (2.5), we assume that the function R satisfies (1.2), (1.5) and choose a > 0, § > 0 such that (2.6)
is verified and h satisfies (2.7). Then, for alln € N, we have:

TV (w"™) + TV (" < TV(w™) + TV(2").

The proof is straightforward applying (i7i) of Lemma 3.1 to initial conditions (w?H/Q, z?+1/2) and (w?_tllp, 2;111/2).

4. TREND TO EQUILIBRIUM (PROOF OF THEOREM 2.2)

For a sequence u = (u;)jez we set

lully =Y Azuyl.

JEZ
In this section we first focus on the asymptotic behavior of the numerical solution to (2.12)-(2.14) when ¢ goes

to zero or when times goes to infinity. Then, we prove that this numerical solution converges to a consistent
approximation of the conservation laws (1.3) when e goes to zero.

4.1. Asymptotic behavior

In this subsection, we drop the subscripts ¢ for sake of clarity and estimate the deviation to the local
equilibrium 6" = v™ — A(u™).

Proposition 4.1. Assume that ug, vy are uniformly bounded with respect to € in BV (T). For any ag > 0 and
Ny given by (2.5), we assume that the function R satisfies (1.2), (1.5) and choose a > 0, 8 > 0 such that (2.6)
is verified and h satisfies (2.7). Then the deviation from the equilibrium, 6 = v — A(u) satisfies for alln € N
and all e > 0
||5n-i-1/2H1 < H5n||1 + C At,
(4.1)
671, < /e 0], + Ce.

where C > 0 is a constant only depending on the parameters a, By and the BV norm of the initial data.
Moreover, if e < At then we get

167, < e Pr/E |80, + Ca Atem oA, (4.2)



12 TITLE WILL BE SET BY THE PUBLISHER
Proof. We set for j € Z, n € N the sequence of deviations from the equilibrium:
5?21);-‘—14(@&?) .

We first consider the transport step (2.12) of the numerical scheme: for all j € Z, we apply a Taylor expansion
to A, then there exists {7 such that ’fﬂ < V(No, ag) and

(5j+1/2 = 0] — TAg la (ufiy —uj_y) = Va (vji — 207 + o] )]
At

T 9Ax A& [ —vfa) = Va (ufy = 2uf +ufy)]
Thanks to the uniform BV estimate, proved in Proposition 3.4, the sub-characteristic condition |A’ (5}’)‘ < +va
and the TVD property of the numerical fluxes we get the first estimate (4.1), by multiplying by Az and summing
over j € Z:

16712y < [[6" |1 + At Cy [TV (0°) + VaTV ()] , (4:3)
where C, > 0 is a constant only depending on a.
Then, we consider the second step of the numerical scheme (2.14). On the one hand, since u"+! = u"*+1/2,
it yields
At At
n n+1/2 _ — n+1/2 n+1/2
5j+1:5j+/ |:1+ﬂ?:|€ ﬂAt/E*?e ﬁAt/ER(UjJ’_/;ij’_/)'

On the other hand, applying a Taylor expansion, since R(u, A(u)) = 0 we get that there exists n such that
In| < VaV(No,ao) and:
R(un+1/2 U7_1+1/2) _ (’)UR(uT-LH/Q,n) 5@+1/2.

J ] J J

. <1 aﬂ(u?“%)) BAt

Hence, we have

efﬁAt/s.

n+l _ n+1/2
o =4

I5) €

Therefore under the assumption (1.5), we set for all s >0

o= c-4) ]

for which we easily show that for all s € R*, we have that e=* < g(s) < e %0 %/8 Hence, taking s = fAt/e

H5n+1H1 < efﬁg At/e H(SnJrl/QHl ] (4.4)

Finally, gathering (4.3) and (4.4), we obtain that there exists a constant C; > 0 depending only on a, TV (u°)
and TV (v°) such that ||6"F1]|, < e=Po A= [||6"(|; + Cy At]. By induction, we casily get

. ot/
67y < e Bt |80, + Codt —— i

e (4.5)

To conclude we only observe that x e™* < 1 — e~ for any « > 0, then it gives the second estimate of (4.1): there
exists a constant C' > 0, only depending on a, Bo, TV (u°) and TV (v°) such that [|6"[|; < e=%t"/= ||8°||, + Cee.

Moreover, when & < At, we again start from the estimate (4.5) and note that 1/(1 — e=#At/¢) < 1/(1 — e=Fo).
Thus, there exists another constant C' > 0, only depending on a, o, TV (u’) and TV (v°) such that

167, < e ot/ ||6%]|, + C AteFoAt/e,

which gives (4.2). O
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4.2. Proof of Theorem 2.2
We are now ready to perform the asymptotic analysis of the numerical scheme (2.12)-(2.14) when & goes to

zero. We keep now the subscript ¢ for the solution to the relaxation system
Let us consider the numerical solution (uf,v5) to the scheme (2.12)-(2.14) written in the form (3.2)-(3.3)

with
wi = —v5 — Vau;, and 2 = +vi — Vauj,
such that
=D Wi 1o, () L g (1),
neN jEZ
=30 25" e (3) Lign e (B),

neN jEZ
)jn is given by (3.2)-(3.3). Let us also define (wp, 2z5) the numerical solution to the limit of the

n n
where (w7, 27

scheme (3.2)-(3.3), when € — 0. Namely, wy, and zj, are given by

Z Zw 1C l[t" t"+1[( )

neN jEZ

Z ZZJ ]-C l[tn tn+1[( )

neN jEZ

where (w}, 27') is given by the formal cancellation of ¢ in (3.2)-(3.3). To obtain an error estimates we rewrite the
» 21 ) (n,j)eNxz as a perturbation of the numerical solution to (3.2)-(3.3) with a fixed value of € > 0:

values (w}

n+l/2 _  p At n n

Wj =W *\/EE (w) = wi),
n+1/2 _ n At n n

z = 2] +\/EE (21— 2),

and then
whtl = w;.lH/Q + Geat (w}lH/Q,z;Hm) — At&R(e),
(4.6)

Z;H_l = (w?+1/2, Z;L'H/Q) + At&l(e).
where At £ (e) represents the consistency error of the operator Ge a¢ with respect to €, that is

At &} (e) = Geat ( "+1/2,z?+1/2) Go.at ( "+1/2,z;‘+1/2)

n+1/2
Z; - Gs,At

(w5, 25) and (w2, 22) = (wy, 2;), it yields

Therefore, we apply Lemma 3.1 (i4) and (¢i%) in (4.6), with (wy,21) =
n+1 n n+1 n n+1 2 n+1 2

S — w5 ] < s )+ 125
and by linearity of the transport scheme (3.2), we have for all n > 0

w A RN O

n+l +1 n+1 +1 ) )
[wi™ ™ — w4 2T = 2 |§|w§"—w}’|+|z§"—z}’|+2’At5§’(€)’.
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Thus, multiplying by Az, summing over j € Z and applying a straightforward induction, we get the following
stability result

) s ,0 ,0
> A (" —ug| + 157 =2 < 3 A (juf® - wf] + |25 - =)
JEL JEZ

n—1
+ 2) > AtAz [Ef(e)|.

k=0 jEZ

It now remains to evaluate the error £7'(¢). Using that for any (w, z) € I(No,aq), the function R € C'(R*,R)
verifies By < 9, R(u,v) < 8, we have

At [E](e)] = e PBYE ,(v;?+1/27A(u?+1/2)) <1+%) n %R (u?+1/2,v;l+1/2) 7

< e—BOAt/a

V2 A(u;’““)} .

Thanks to the estimates (4.1) and (4.2) in Proposition 4.1 on the deviation applied to v™*1/2 — A(u™*1/2) which
is also valid in the asymptotic € — 0, it yields

16°]|, + C At if n=0,
||,Un+1/27A(un+1/2)||1 <

C At if n>0.

Then, we get for &k > 0 and € < At,

S Az At [Ef(e)] < ePorlE [||5°

JEZ

|, + CAt].

Hence summing over 0 < k < n, it gives
SN Awarfehs] < e A [, + Cr].
k=0 jeZ

Finally, we get the estimate

[wh (%) = wn ()l + 125 (E") = 2(E) 1 < [lwi (0) = wa(0)][1 + [125(0) — 2 (0) 1
b 2e RS (|80, + 0]

and the result follows (u$,v;) — (un,vr), when € goes to zero. The proof of Theorem 2.2 is now complete.

5. PROOF OF THEOREM 2.3

In this section, we prove the convergence of the relaxation Asymptotic Preserving scheme. As in the stability
analysis of the relaxation scheme, we will rather consider the diagonal variables w and z and drop the subscripts
e for sake of clarity when it is not necessary.
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5.1. Consistency error

Consider (u,v) the exact solution to (1.1) and define (w,z) by (3.1). Unfortunately, this solution is not
smooth enough to study the consistency error, then we introduce a regularization (ws, z5) given by

ws(t, 2) = w * pa(t, ),
zs(t, ) = z % ps(t, ),

where x denotes the convolution product with respect to x € T and
1 /x oo
ps(z) = 5p (5) and p € CZ(T), p =0, /p(Z)dz =1
T

Thus, the couple (ws, z5) is solution to

1
atw§ + \/Eazwzi = +ER5(uav)a
(5.1)

1
Opzs — \/aaxZS = *ngS(U,U)v

with Rs = R x ps and (u,v) solution to (1.1). Therefore, applying the Duhamel’s representation, the solution
can be written as

At

1
ws(t" T x) = ws(t", x — Valt) + - Res(u,v)(t" + s,z — a(At — s)) dt,
0
(5.2)
1 At
2s(t" T x) = 25(t", & + VaAt) — R Rs(u,v)(t" + s, + Va(At — s)) dt.
0
Then we set
1 1
= —— t", x)d 2= — t", z)dz. 5.3
Wi = /Cjw(;( ,x)de, =5 /Cjz(;( ,x)dx (5.3)
Integrating (5.2) over « € C; and dividing by Az, it yields
G =@ G (71;;1“/2,2;’“/2) +ALEY + ALEY,
(5.4)

J J J L}

gl = 2 g, (ﬁ;,“/Q 2”“/2) + ALEY, + AtEY,

with
~n+1/2 _ ~p At ~n ~n
wy = j*\/aA—x(wj*w‘ )
nt1/2  an At o, sn
Z; = Zj +\/5A—$ (szrlfzj).
The consistency errors related to the transport operator £7';, £5'; are respectively defined by
Eljt1/2 ~ 112 3 +1/2 ~ €35-1/2

AtEy; = o . ALER = o ,
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where €1 j+1/2 and €3 j11/2 aT€ the consistency errors of the numerical flux and are given by

VaAt
E?,j+1/2 = */O wg(t",xj+1/2 — S)dS + \/EAMD;L,
(5.5)

JaAt
5§7j+1/2 = +/O 25(t", xj 19 + 5)ds — \/EAtZ;-’H,

whereas the consistency errors At £ ; and At &}, correspond to the stiff source term and are given by

Aty
AtEy ;= o / / —R5 (u,v) (t" + 8,2 — Va(At — s))ds — G At ( "+1/2, EJ"H/Q) dz,

At
INTHIE AI/ / —R(; (u,v) (" + 5,2 + Va(At — s))ds — Ge. At( "“/2,2]"“/2) dz.

We then evaluate successively each consistency error term. On the one hand, we prove the following consis-
tency error for smooth solutions, which is related to the transport approximation.

Proposition 5.1. Let (w,z) be given by (3.1), where (u,v) is the exact solution to (1.1) and such that w,
2z € L®°(R*, BV(T)). Then the consistency error related to the transport part satisfies

Y A [ler,] + &gyl < o2 (TV(w(t")) + TV (2(t")) .

4 1)
JEZ

Proof. We first study the consistency error for w € L (R™, BV(T)). We perform a simple change of variable
n (5.5), which yields since y/aAt = X Az,

Az Az
5;7/7]-4»1/2 = 7A/0 w&(tn,zj-i-l/Q — )\S)dS + )\/O w§(tn,1‘j+1/2 — S)dS,

Az ps
)\/ Opws(t", 2412 — r)drds.
0 As

Therefore, since ws is smooth we have

Ja

Az
|517J‘ = A2 /0 A Opws(t", 4172 — 1) — Opws(t", w12 —r)drds|,
S
Tit1/2
< Va ‘8 ws(t", x ‘ dx.
Zi—3/2

By multiplying by Az and summing over j € Z, we get an estimate for a smooth solution ws(t") € W2(T),

ST Az fepy] < 2vane |02 ws(t)]s.

JEZ

To achieve the proof, we need to estimate ||02,ws(t")|l1 with respect to w and ps. Using the convolution
properties, we easily get

c C
10Zws (")l < 5 19ws (@)1 < 5 TV (w(t™),
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which allows to conclude that

A
S acley| < © T”” TV (w(t™)).
JEL
Using a similar technique, we also get for a smooth solution z € L>(R™, BV (T)),
A
> Azler;] < CTJC TV (=(t")).
jEz
O
On the other hand, we treat the consistency errors 55’7 ; and Ef, ;j» which are related to the stiff source term.

Proposition 5.2. Let (w,z) be given by (3.1), where (u,v) is the exact solution to (1.1). Assume that w,
z € L>®(R*, BV(T)). Then there exists a constant C > 0, only depending on uw and v such that the consistency
error related to the stiff source part satisfies

> Awle,l < c

ﬁ (eﬁot"/s H(SoHl + 1) + & + é
e € €

JEL €
and
At n 50 A (S
S aeler] < o |2 (ﬂ e I, 1) Lo o]
- ’ I c - -
JEL
Proof. We first define (a?,37) such that 2\/a@? = —(@7 + ) and 207 = ZI' — @7 Therefore, we split the

consistency error &' ; as
n o _ n n n n n
Ey; = & + &y + &3+ Eqy i + E5
with

Atggl,j == |:1 — (1 + %) e P A75/6:| (5?*1/2 _A (a;erl/Q)) ’

At
Aty ;= (1 e Pae) SR 5,

€ T
1 At
AiEgy; = 4 /C [ Raf )07 45,0 V(AL = 5)) = R, ) (17,2~ Va(An)dsde
At
Atgg,, = /C R, 0)(t", & — Va(AL) — R(u, v) (", x — Va(AL))de,
ater = B Riu o),z — Va(ar) — R (a"+1/2 17"“/2) da
BT e Az Jo ’ ’ J » '

On the one hand, the two terms & ; and &3, ; can be easily evaluated using a Taylor expansion of s e Ps/e

it yields
1 [/ BAL\?
At|EN ] < = —
|521,]| — 2< c )

J

G2y (ay“”)‘ .
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Using that R(u, A(u)) = 0 and R € C*(R?,R) with 9, R(u,v) < 3, we also obtain that

BAL\ 2
At|ER | < | =
| 22,]' —= ( c

Therefore, from (4.1) in Proposition 4.1, we have

ﬁ;z+1/2 A (a?+1/2)‘ _

n n At — " ||5OH
ZA‘T [|521,j| + |522,j” < C? <€ Pot /ETl +1]. (5.6)
JEZ

On the other hand, we proceed to the evaluation of the terms £3; ;, €3, ; and &35 ;. First, for s € [0, At], we set

0s5,2(8) = [R(u,v) % ps] (t" + 5,2 — Va(At - s)).

Then, from (1.5) and (2.6), we know that |0, R(u,v)| < v/a 8 and |9, R(u,v)| < 8, for any (w, z) € I(No,ap),

we obtain
1 At s
/
—// /%,m(n)dnds
€ Jr|Jo 0

At [
T Jtn
tn+1

At
+ C?/ (|0wvs| + |0zvs]) (t, z) dt dx.
TJen

Z AzAt |£3 ]
JEZ

IN

dzx,

Thus we can use the estimates on the continuous relaxation system listed in Theorem 1.1. Indeed, since

Oyus = —0,vs,

1
Ovs = —a0zus — E’Rg(u,v),

we obtain, by applying a first order Taylor expansion of R, the inequalities
[ (0us| + 10205 (tx)do - < TV (u(®) + TV(w(t)
T
1
[ 0l + o) )as < € (V) + 1 0= AL )

Hence, integrating over ¢ € (¢",t" ') and using (1.6) and (1.7), we get:

At e Pot"/e
S feg,l < 028 TV + V) + S0+ 1), 6)
JEZ
where C' > 0 only depends on /a and S.

Now we treat the term &3, ; using the smoothness properties (1.5) and (2.6) on R, it gives

n 1
ZA$|524J‘| = E/T

JEZ

/11‘ [’R(u, V)", —y — VaAt) — R(u,v)(t", x — \/EAt)} 05(y) dy‘ dz,

C

= ] 2) —ue x| 4 ole”2) (e~ )l po(y) dy

IN
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Thus, applying Fubini’s theorem the BV estimate on the exact solution (1.6) and the value of the integral of
ps, we get

S ar el < 02TV + TV @), 55)

JEL

Finally, to deal with the last term &35 ;, we split it in two parts

1
> Az|eg ;| < g/|72(u,v)(t",xf\/EAt)fR(u(;,vg)(t”,xf\/EAt)‘dz
T

JEZ

+ —Z/ (ug,vs) (t", 1 — VaAt) — ( n+1/2,1§?+1/2)‘ dx

JEZ

and treat the different terms as for £ ;, we get for the first one
/ IR (u,v) (t", ) = R (us,vs) (t",2)| de < C6 [TV (u(t™)) + TV (v(t"))].
T

and for the latter one using the BV estimate on the exact solution (1.6),

Z/ (us,vs) (t", 2 — VaAt) — ( n+1/2’5;z+1/2)} de

JEZ
< C Az [[[0pus(t™)|1 + [[0z0s (™)1, ] -

Thus, we have

n 0 Az n
ZAw €55 ;| < C (E ) [TV (u(t™) + TV (v(t™))]. (5.9)
JEZ
Gathering (5.6), (5.7) , (5.8) and (5.9), and finally using the uniform bound on the BV norms of (u,v) given in

(1.6), it yields
N (ew I, | 1) Y.

Y Azley < C

JEZL

9 9 9

Using the same arguments we also prove that

At gy 1900 ) A
3 3 3

doAcley| < ©

JEL

5.2. Convergence proof.

Now we perform a rigorous analysis of the numerical scheme (2.12)-(2.14) when h = (At, Az) goes to zero.
We consider the numerical solution (uf, v5) to the scheme (2.12)-(2.14) and (u®, v®) the exact solution to (1.1)
and define (w*®, z¢) using (3.1). Then we denote by

w}’:E/Cjwa(t”,x)dx, z}‘zﬂ/cjza(t",x)dx
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and (w7, 27')(jn)ezxn the numerical solution given by (3.2)-(3.3). Thus,

> Ax[fwj —wf + |5 = 51] < Y Aw[luf—afl + 12 - 5]
JEZ JEL
+ 2 Ae[laf — | + 15 -]
JEL
where (W07, Z}') (j,n)ezxn 18 given by (5.3). On the one hand, we estimate the second terms of the right hand side
using the convolution properties and have

S Ax[lay —ap] + |5 -z ] < CS[TV(w) + TV(v)]. (5.10)
JEL

On the other hand, we apply the consistency error analysis to estimate the first term of the right hand side.
Applying (3.6)-(3.7) established in Lemma 3.1 with (@;, ;) and (wj, z;), it yields

S Azl —wtt < N Axja) T w2 (1+awGE,At(wJ,z"“/2))

J

JEZ JEZ
DAl = 0. G a1 2y)
JEZ
+ meﬂemﬂegﬂ}
JEZ

and

SoAw|gt gt < Y At - (1 0.Ge s 2)

JEZ JEZ
- Z Am|u7?+1/2 - w?+1/2| awGE,At(wJ,z:H/Q)
jez
+ > AxAt[lEg,] + €8]
jez

Summing the two inequalities and using that the scheme (3.3) is TVD, we get the following inequality

ZAz |~n+1 n+1| T |ﬁ)}z+1 7wn+1|] < ZA;C [|2J’?—z;?| + |1D§l fwﬂ]

J

ez JEL
+ S AwAt[lEr] + €8]+ 18] + €8]
jez
Therefore,

oAz [ =2 - wf ] <Y Aw [12) - ) + (@) - wl) ]

J
JEZ JEZ

+ N A AL[lEr ] + €]+ 1E8,] + 1€

k=0 j€Z
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Finally the consistency error analysis performed in Propositions 5.1 and 5.2 yields, taking § = Axz'/2

SOAz [IE = 4 [ =] < A (129 - 20 + a0 — ]
JEZ JEZ

0
+g <At (At +¢) <@ + 1) o [A:c +eAst/? 1 A:cl/QD . (5.11)

Gathering (5.10) and (5.11), the right hand side converges to zero when h = (At, Az) goes to zero, which proves
the convergence of the numerical solution (2.12)-(2.14) to the exact solution to (1.1).

Therefore, from the smoothness of the exact solution and the initial data (ug,vp), it proves that for any
discretization parameter h, for all € > O:

/|u,i(t,:c) —us(t,z)| + |vp(t,x) —v°(t,x)| de < ¢ <At (M + 1) + Az1/2> .
T € €

6. NUMERICAL SIMULATIONS

This section is devoted to the numerical simulation of (1.1). We consider a nonlinear source term R(u,v)
given by

’U*’LL2

R(u,v) = ————.
(u,v) 1+ u? + 02

On the one hand we compute approximations for different meshes in space and time in order to evaluate the
order of accuracy of the numerical scheme for different regimes corresponding to small and large values of the

relaxation parameter € > 0. To this aim, we define an estimate of the numerical error by
E1(h) = lluj, —ugplln + [lvg, = vpll1,

where h = (Ax, At) is the discretization parameter and || - ||; is the discrete L' norm.

On the other hand, we compare our numerical approximation with ones obtained by two other schemes. The
first one is based on a splitting scheme, where the transport part is treated by (2.12)-(2.13) , whereas the source
term is approximated by

u}”l = u?+1/2 ,
(6.1)
Gl = L2 <1 + 5_N) o—BAt/e _ gefﬁAt/sR (un+1/2 Un+1/2) .

, U
J J 5 c J J

This scheme is uniformly stable with respect to e, but it is not asymptotic preserving since v™*! does not
converge to A(u"*!) when e goes to zero.
The second one couples the transport part (2.12)-(2.13) with a fully implicit scheme for the relaxation

n+l n+1/2
u;t = uy ,
At (6.2)
n+l _ n+1/2 . n+1 n+l
v = vy — R(uj S U; ) .

This scheme is uniformly stable with respect to € and asymptotic preserving, but it requires an additional step for
the numerical resolution of the nonlinear problem (using a Newton algorithm). Note that the nonlinear problem
(6.2) may have several solutions (polynomial equation of order three for € > 0) and then the convergence of the
Newton or fixed point algorithm may be an open issue.
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FIGURE 1. Test with smooth initial data (6.3): L' error for different regimes from ¢ = 107
to e = 10.

6.1. Test with a smooth initial datum

First we choose a smooth initial datum given by
uo(x) = sin(rz), wvo(z) =0, Vxe(-1,1) (6.3)

and vg = 0. In Figure 1, we present the curves corresponding to the order of accuracy with respect to h,
computed from & (h) and observe that the order is relatively close to one when the solution is smooth. We also
observe that when e goes to zero the numerical error becomes smaller and smaller, which illustrates perfectly
the uniform accuracy of the scheme for different regimes.

Then in Figures 2, 3 and 4, we propose a comparison of the numerical solutions obtained with n, = 400
obtained with our scheme (2.14), the scheme (6.1) is based on a linear penalization proposed in [12] and a fully
implicit scheme (6.2) for the relaxation term. For these schemes the numerical solution is stable with respect to
¢ and the time step At is only chosen according to the CFL condition (2.7), but not with respect to e, that is
At = 0.003. The numerical solutions are compared with a reference solution obtained with a fine mesh n, = 104
and At = 107*. We observe that all the schemes give accurate results when ¢ < 0.1. However, the scheme (6.1)
is not asymptotic preserving and does not give consistent results when ¢ — 0 and At is fixed (see Figures 3
and 4).

6.2. Test with a discontinuous initial datum

Now we choose a discontinuous initial datum

wo(z) = { 0.5 it —1<2<0, (6.4)

0.125 if0<z <1,

and vg = 0.

In Figure 5, we present the curves corresponding to the order of accuracy with respect to h, we observe now
that the order of accuracy decreases to 1/2, which is coherent with the convergence analysis we performed in
this paper. Moreover, the numerical error is not much affected by the variations the relaxation parameter e.

Finally in Figures 6, 7 and 8, we present a comparison of the different approximations in various regimes.
Our AP scheme (2.14) gives accurate results uniformly with respect to € with a computational cost of an explicit
scheme even when At is large compared with e.
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FIGURE 2. Test with smooth initial data (6.3): cross (x) numerical solution obtained with
nz = 400 and line (-) reference solution with n, = 10*. Numerical solution obtained from (1)
AP scheme (2.14) (2) linear penlization (6.1) (3) fully implicit scheme (6.2) for e = 0.1

FIGURE 3. Test with smooth initial data (6.3): cross (x) numerical solution obtained with
nz = 400 and line (-) reference solution with n, = 10*. Numerical solution obtained from (1)
AP scheme (2.14) (2) linear penalization (6.1) (3) fully implicit scheme (6.2) for e = 0.01

7. CONCLUSION

In this paper we proposed a rigorous convergence proof of an asymptotic preserving numerical scheme applied
to a system of transport equations with a nonlinear and stiff source term, for which the asymptotic limit is given
by a conservation laws. We have proved the convergence of the approximate solution (u$,v7) to a nonlinear
relaxation system, where € > 0 is a physical parameter and h represents the discretization parameter. Uniform
convergence with respect to € and h is proved and error estimates are also obtained allowing to justify rigorously
the efficiency of such approach for multi-scale problems.

Note that this numerical approximation can be applied to other scaling like the “diffusive scaling” containing
scales of order 1, ¢ and €2 [17] and more recently [4]. Our decomposition technique of the nonlinear source
term together with the scheme proposed [17] leads to a robust asymptotic preserving, which can be applied to
various models as Boltzmann equation for semi-conductors [8] and kinetic models for chemotaxis [4]. A rigorous
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FIGURE 4. Test with smooth initial data (6.3): cross (x) numerical solution obtained with
nz = 400 and line (-) reference solution with n, = 10*. Numerical solution obtained from (1)
AP scheme (2.14) (2) linear penalization (6.1) (3) fully implicit scheme (6.2) for e = 0.001
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FIGURE 5. Test with a discontinuous initial datum (6.4) L' error for different regimes from
e=10"° to e = 10.

convergence analysis should also work for such problems since this scaling leads to convection-diffusion models,
which is mathematically simpler than nonlinear hyperbolic conservation laws.
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